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Traumatic Splenitis in Cattle. 
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Egypt. 





On looking over the literature describing traumatic 
indigestion in cattle and the complications arising 
therefrom, the author has been struck by the few 
recorded cases of traumatism of the spleen as the 
direct result of its penetration by foreign bodies 
coming from the stomach. It is, of course, a well- 
known fact that symptoms shown owing to diseases 
or abnormalities of the spleen are most obscure and 


difficult to determine, partly from the fact that they 
are often very chronic in nature, and in many cases | 


produce no outward signs at all, and also because they 
are commonly secondary conditions whose symptoms, 
if any, are masked by primary ones of some other 
organ or organs. Nevertheless, post-mortem examina- 
tion at abattoirs or elsewhere cannot fail to show 
traumatic lesions when present. The writer is of 
opinion that this condition is in reality more common 
than is usually supposed—possibly quite as frequent, 
if not more so, than traumatic pericarditis to which so 
much prominence is given by writers on bovine 
pathology, and he can only conclude that records of 
such cases are so few owing to the fact that little or 
no importance is attached to them. Out of a series 
of fifteen cases which have come under his notice 
recently, where foreign bodies have caused serious 
lesions by perforating the reticulum in cattle, the 
spleen has been injured causing abscess formation 
in seven, while traumatic pericarditis occurred in 
three only ; the liver was pierced causing an abscess 
in one, pleurisy occurred by perforation of the dia- 
phragm (without, however, the lungs or heart being 
involved) in one, and three produced abscesses in the 
peritoneum, without affecting any of the abdominal 
organs specially. 

Hutyra and Marek mention that suppurative 
conditions of the spleen are commonly caused by 
foreign bodies getting in to the organ, but they state 
that the bodies penetrate the first stomach, while the 
cases seen by the writer have always been due to the 
perforation of the second (reticulum). The condition 
is just mentioned by Friedberger and Froéhner in their 
Veterinary Pathology as a possible complication 
to traumatic indigestion; and Wallace Hoare, in his 
System of Veterinary Medicine, mentions the difficulty 
of diagnosing it ‘. The Veterinary Encyclopaedia 








disposes of splenitis as follows ®: Sprenrrtis. 
This is usually specific, and may be due to diseases 
like anthrax, or to secondary infection from a septic 
focus. In the latter case multiple abscesses are found. 
In tuberculosis splenic lesions may be present, the 
most typical being in the horse. Traumatic splenitis 
is rare, but may be found in cases where a foreign 
body has worked through from the stomach. Diag- 
nosis is difficult, for except where due to a specific 
disease splenitis has no symptoms beyond a degree of 
debility. 

Moussou “’, in his book on diseases of cattle, merely 
mentions that foreign bodies coming from either the 


paunch or the reticulum, if reflected to the left, may 


produce splenitis, and he endeavours to distinguish 
between the lesions caused by a foreign body having 
one end pointed and one having two sharp ends— 
surely a somewhat problematical distinction. No 
special diagnostic signs of the spleen being involved 
are given. Beregi ® mentions a cow, which, when 
slaughtered was found to have a wire ten inches long 
and half an inch thick in the spleen, coming from the 
reticulum. He states that “ the peculiar feature of the 
case is that despite the serious nature of the lesion, the 
cow showed no symptoms of illness beyond the local 
tenderness and difficulty of movement, but maintained 
her appetite and rumination until she was slaughtered. 
Dora ‘® also records a case of splenic abscess in a 
cow due to a wire, but diagnosis was not made until 
after slaughter. 

The cases to be described in this note occurred in 
bulls kept for the production of anti-cattle plague 
serum. They were all stall fed, and had but little 
exercise during the periods they were under obser- 
vation. 

Case 1. Egyptian bull, aged nine years. Had been 
used for serum production for about two-and-a-half 
years, and had always been in excellent condition 
until a short time before it was cast. As the bull 
had ceased to thrive for a few weeks and his appetite 
and rumination were irregular despite his temperature 
remaining normal throughout, he was cast and “ bled 
out’ for serum. Post-mortem examination showed 
a large abscess involving the anterior portion of the 
spleen in which a nail about two-and-a-half inches 
long was enclosed. The spleen was much enlarged, 
but the actual weight was not recorded. The track 
of the nail could be traced to the reticulum in which 
were also found the following articles : fourteen nails, 
a bicycle nut, and about a dozen small stones. No 
other lesions were present in the carcase. 
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Case 2. Egyptian bull, aged six years. Had been 
used for serum production for fifteen months. Up 
to the time that it was decided to cast the bull he had 
been in good condition with normal temperature, 
with the exception of the last month, when the 
temperature did not remain constantly elevated. 
Rumination and appetite were also interfered with, 
and the animal rapidly lost weight. Tuberculin was 
injected subcutaneously with negative results, which 
corresponded to a previous test. Rectal examination 
revealed a great enlargement of the spleen, although 
it was not possible to locate an abscess. Unless the 
spleen be much enlarged it is not possible to palpate 
it per rectum, but in this case it could easily be felt. 
Traumatic indigestion being suspected, the animal 
was “ bled out” forserum. Post-mortem examination 
showed the spleen to be of great dimensions, weighing 
just over 133 lbs., and measuring 36 inches long. 
An abscess was present in the anterior region, where 
there was also some thickening of the splenic capsule. 
A fistulous tract in which a piece of wire was found 
was traced to a perforation in the wall of the reticulum. 
No tubercular lesions were found. 


Case 3. Egyptian bull, aged eleven years. Had 
been used for serum production for four years and 
nine months. The animal was never ill during the 
whole of this period, although he never put on flesh 
to quite the same extent as most of the other cattle. 
He was, however, also used for transport purposes, 
and for turning a wheel as well as being subjected 
to the regular bleedings for serum. The temperature 
chart was always very regular until about a month 
before the bull was cast. Only during the last month 
were the appetite and rumination interfered with, 
when the patient would eat well one day and then 
refuse his food the next. The temperature became 
rather irregular during the last month. One morning 
he was found “ down ”’ and could not be got up without 
some difficulty, when it was seen that he showed some 
paraplegia, but was just able to walk supported by a 
man on each side. As no ascertainable cause of the 
paralysis could be found, and it was seen that the 
animal would be of no further use for serum pro- 
duction, having really lasted longer than could be 
expected from the average serum-yielding bull, it 
was decided to “bleed him out.” Post-mortem 
examination revealed a large abscess about the size 
of a child’s head in the anterior region of the spleen. 
The abscess contents, instead of being pus, consisted 
of a foul-smelling red fluid containing blood clots and 
some coagulum. ‘The abscess walls were very thin, 
giving the appearance that they might easily have 
burst at any moment. A fistulous tract could be 
traced to the reticulum and two small sharp pieces of 
wire were found lying against the abscess wall. 
This case is especially interesting owing to the par- 
alysis shown. Reynolds '” reported two cases to 


the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
in November, 1917, of cattle which showed loss of 
power in the hind quarters, thereby preventing them 
from rising. Wire was found in each case perforating 
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the reticulum. What the explanation of the paraylsis 
was the writer is not prepared to say. 

Case 4. Egyptian bull, aged eight years. Had 
been used for serum production for four years and 
eight months. This bull, which had become very fat, 
although subjected to regular and heavy bleedings, 
suddenly showed signs of falling off in condition, 
and his appetite became poor for a few weeks before 
he was cast. The temperature was quite normal for 
the whole of this time until three days before the 
animal was slaughtered, when it rose to 103°6°F. 
Traumatic indigestion being suspected, the bull was 
“bled out’ for serum, a large abscess being found 
in the anterior third of the spleen, traceable to a 
nail which had pierced the wall of the reticulum. 

Case 5. Egyptian bull, aged eight years. Had 
been used for serum production for three and a half 
years. This animal had always thrived well until 
about a month before he was killed, when there was 
some irregularity of appetite and loss of condition, 
although it is interesting to note that the temperature 
never showed any deviation from the normal. An 
abscess due to a foreign body which had worked its 
way through from the reticulum was found in the 
spleen, which was about three times its normal size. 

Case 6. Egyptian bull, about nine years old. 
This animal, like so many others, showed no abnor- 
mality until about ten days before he was “ bled out.” 
During the last-named period there was some indi- 
gestion as evidenced by occasional tympany and 
constipation, although the temperature never showed 
any appreciable alteration from the normal. Post- 
mortem examination revealed a traumatic abscess 
of the spleen, and also some pleurisy affecting the 
diaphragmatic pleura of the left side, which had 
produced adhesions between the lung and the chest 
wall. Both lesions were due to wire coming from the 
reticulum. 

Case 7. Egyptian bull, aged ten years. Had been 
regularly used for serum production for three years. 
This bull showed no abnormalities during this period 
until he was taken suddenly ill with fever, his tem- 
temperature reaching 104°5°F. one day and 105°F. 
the next. The heart beats were very irregular and 
rapid, mucous membranes cyanotic, and the animal 
was in a state of collapse. The following morning 
the temperature fell to normal, but as the patient 
was very ill he was ‘ bled out” for serum “ in extre- 
mis.” Post-mortem examination showed acute 
endocarditis, and a splenic abscess following the 
entry of a nail from the reticulum. In this case, 
although the animal had been ill for a couple of days 
only, it was found necessary to condemn the carcase 
owing to the septic complications, and the serum, 
failing to separate well from the clot which remained 
soft, had also to be rejected. The endocarditis was 
evidently secondary to the splenic abscess, which was 
of old standing and probably the cause of the former. 

It is not claimed that there is anything extra- 
ordinary about these cases, but they are recorded 
because the cattle had all been under close observation, 
and their temperatures taken twice daily all the time 
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they had been in the Institute, at least for many 
months or even years before their slaughter, a feature 
not possible under ordinary circumstances. The 
indefinite nature of the symptoms shown and the 
complete absence of high temperature in many cases 
only go to prove the great difficulty of diagnosing the 
condition, which really can only be guessed at. The 
affected animals usually move with difficulty, groan, 
and grind their teeth, often have abdominal respira- 
tions, and according to some writers, show pain in the 
region of the ensiform cartilage. The last-named 
symptom in the writer’s opinion is somewhat difficult 
to determine with certainty. The action of the 
rumen is sluggish, possibly there are some constipation, 
tympany, and general signs of great discomfort. 
Until we are in a position to have an X-ray photo- 
graphic apparatus available under field conditions, it 
is unlikely that we can improve in our methods of 
diagnosis. In all probability the offending bodies 
are present for months or even years before producing 
clinical signs of their presence. This has been proved 
by knowing the nature of the food the animals have 
had, and the possibility of the foreign bodies being 
ingested. 

The writer in a previous clinical note “ pointed 
out that hypertrophy of the spleen is a usual condition 
in cattle that have been used for serum production 
over prolonged periods. Whether the chronic enlarge- 
ment of the organ renders it more liable to be injured 
by foreign bodies from the stomach than is the case 
normally, and so accounts for an unusual number of 
splenic abscesses under these conditions, he cannot 
say. In any case the enlarged spleen comes into 
contact with the reticulum over which it lies, to a 
greater extent than a normal one, which may even 
not touch this compartment at all. 


It would be interesting to hear from other prac- 
titioners of authentic cases of this condition under 
normal circumstances. 
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Control of Cold Stores.* 
By Lieut.-Col. T. Duntop Youne. 


The Fourth International Congress of Refrigeration 
should form an epoch in the history of refrigeration, 
because it is held in England, the country which was 
the pioneer in transporting food by the aid of re- 
frigeration ; it is held in London, the largest city in 
the world, where the largest market in the world, 
owned and controlled by the largest Corporation in 
the world, passes through its gates a greater quantity 
of refrigerated food than any other market. 

Last year the amount of food handled was 470,000 
tons, of which nearly 80 per cent. was imported by 
aid of refrigeration. 

During the last twenty years the amount of food 
imported into this country in a refrigerated condition 
has increased with amazing rapidity. 

British owned steamers alone have a total refriger- 
ated carrying capacity of 750,000 tons. Excluding 
vessels with a refrigerated carrying capacity of under 
one hundred tons there were, at the end of 1923, three 
hundred and twenty-eight steamers specially fitted 
for carrying refrigerated food; these have a total 
capacity in insulated chambers amounting to nearly 
70,000,000 cubic feet. In addition, there were ten 
vessels being built with a total refrigerated carrying 
capacity of over 1,000,000 cubic feet, and the Austral- 
ian Commonwealth steamers have a carrying capacity 
of over 500,000 cubic feet, making a grand total 
refrigerated carrying ¥capacity of nearly 72,000,000 
cubic feet. 

In order to accommodate the food transported in the 
aforementioned vessels, large numbers of “cold 
stores ’’ have gradually been erected. 

In London alone there exists a cold storage capacity 
of nearly 16,000,000 cubic feet, and in provincial 
stores there is available over 23,000,000 cubic feet of 
space (stores having less than 100,000 cubic feet of 
space are not included). 

Converted into tons the total storage capacity can 
accommodate about 300,000 tons of meat. 

The importance of cold stores was brought promin- 
ently before the public during the Great War. It has 
even been said that the war was won by refrigeration ; 
while that was an exaggeration, there is no denying 
the important part refrigeration and cold stores 
played in supplying the armies and the public with 
fresh food. 

It is very important that all cold stores should be 
designed, built and conducted on the most hygienic 
principles, not only in the interests of the consumer 
from a health point of view, but also in the interests 
of producers, so that the fruits of their labours should 
not be lost by bad handling and unsuitable storing. 

In the great exporting countries of South America, 
Australia and New Zealand the cold stores or “ refriger- 
ificos ’’ are designed, built and controlled under very 
strict regulations. In this country it is no exaggeration 
to state that no regulations are in operation controlling 


cold stores. Some of those places were not built for 


- Presented to the Fourth International Congress of Refrigeration. 
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the purposes of storage, but were subsequently 
adapted for that purpose. Others were built many 
years ago, and some of them are now more or less 
unsuitable or have been rebuilt to conform to the latest 
ideas of refrigerating engineers. Some stores have 
been built during the last few years, and those are 
better suited for the purpose intended. 

As previously stated, no special regulations have 
been framed to control stores and the Government 
officers, also managers of frigorificos from the ex- 
porting countries are greatly surprised when they ask 
for a copy of our Cold Store Regulations, and we reply, 
“There are none.” 

Considering that some of those cold stores are in 
an unsatisfactory condition, and that no satisfactory 
legislation exists to control them, the time appears 
to have arrived—_in fact, it is overdue— when carefully 
considered regulations should be framed to control all 
cold stores that exist and those to be built in the 
future, so that those in existence at present may not 
fall into the same category as our old “ registered 
slaughterhouses.” 

In future any person desirous of erecting a cold store 
should have to submit plans to the Sanitary Authority 
of the district in which the store is to be erected, also 
to Lloyd’s Registry. The plans should show the 
following details. 

(a) Ground plan, elevation and section. 

(b) Materials to be used for building. 

(c) Cubic capacity of each chamber. 

(d) System of refrigeration. 

(e) Insulating material to be used. 

(f) System of ventilation for all chambers. 

(g) Rounding off of all corners in the chambers. 

(hk) Composition of floors, 

(‘) Complete drainage system, especially the 
drainage from all store chambers. 

(j) Number of employees. 

(k) Dining and rest rooms (with heating and 
lighting arrangements). 

(l) Lavatory, w.c., and urinal accommodation 
on each floor. 

(m)‘¢Meat inspection and Surveyor’s chambers 
where all doubtful food can be examined. 
Specially heated and lighted. 


(x) Meat Inspector’s room suitably heated and’ 


lighted, with lavatory (hot and cold), and w.c. 

(0) Special chamber for all doubtful foods. 

(p) A chamber into which food found unfit can 
be placed until removed. The meat  in- 
spector to retain the key. 

(q) Separate chambers for different classes of 
food, e.qg., fish, fruit, ete. 

(r) That arrangement is provided for all foods 
to be stored on low platforms and not on 
the floors. 

After the plans have been passed by the Sanitary 
Authority and Lloyd’s Registry, the cold store erected 
and passed as satisfactory, a licence, renewable 
annually, should be issued by the Sanitary Authority 
to the proprietors of the store, the licence to be with- 
drawn if the store is not properly conducted. Appeal 
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to be made to the Ministry of Health if the proprietor 
considers he has been unjustly treated. Existing 
stores to be specially dealt with to bring them under 
the regulations. 


Meat INSPECTION IN CoLp StTores. 


The inspection of the foods placed in cold stores is 
a very important and difficult duty. It may be urged 
that Sanitary Authorities have already sufficient 
power in Public Health Acts to enter any cold store 
and examine its contents, therefore Regulations are 
not necessary. Any officer responsble for the in- 
spection of food in those stores knows how futile it is 
with all his authority, to enter a chamber completely 
filled with food kept at a temperature of 18° F., to 
attempt to examine the contents. It is necessary that 
regulations should be framed making it compulsory 
on all store proprietors to examine a reasonable per- 
centage of all foods entering his store, to have any 
doubtful food placed in a special chamber, and to at 
once notify the Sanitary Authority and the owners of 
the food. It is in the interests of the owners of sound 
food that doubtful food should not be placed in the 
same chamber. Similarly a reasonable percentage 
of all foods leaving the store should be examined and, 
if found in a doubtful condition, it should be detained, 
placed in the special chamber, and the Sanitary 
Authority and owners notified. All unsound food 
notified to the Sanitary Authority and handed over to 
them, after a decision has been given, should be sold 
by the Sanitary Authority to the highest bidder, care 
being taken that it cannot be used for human food. 
All moneys received for such unsound food should, 
less a small sum for working expenses, be handed to 
the owners, but no moneys to be paid to owners of 
“diseased food” or food seized by an inspector, i.e., 
food not reported to the Sanitary Authority as being 
in a doubtful condition. 

At present food can be taken into or out of any cold 
store at any time, day or night, and no check is kept 
on its condition. 

In justice to store proprietors and owners of meat, 
some of them do report of the Sanitary Authority any 
food they find in a doubtful condition, but there are 
others who have not reported such food as being in 
their possession, and cases are on record where the 
unsound condition of food in a cold store was only 
made known to the authorities by confidential and 
anonymous information. No doubt some store pro- 
prietors may hesitate to report the condition of food, 
fearing that the owners may transfer their consign- 
ments to another store. It would therefore perhaps be 
advisable that instead of the store proprietor reporting 
direct to the Sanitary Authorities, they should notify 
the owners of the doubtful goods, keeping a copy of 
the notification, and thus place the responsibility of 
notifying the Sanitary Authority on the owners. 

It is to be placed to the credit of some cold store 
managers that, in the interests of the public, they 
notify the Sanitary Authority when they observe any 
doubtful food in their stores irrespective of whether 
the owners are dissatisfied or not. 
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A ledger should be kept by the proprietors of the 
stores in which should be entered daily full particulars 
of foods taken in and out of the stores, e.g. 

On the entry side : 

(a) Quantity of food, carcases, quarters, cases, 
bags, etc. 

(6) Country of origin and ship if possible. 

(c) Marks. 

(d) From where the food arrived. 

(e) Owners’ names. 

(f) Percentage of food examined and result. 

On the discharge side : 

Similar particulars, but (d) should show where the 
food is consigned. 

The question of regular hours of entry and discharge 
of goods should be considered by the Sanitary Author- 
ity, and fixed hours’ placed on the licence; those 
should not be rigidly enforced if they are to act as a 
hindrance to the conduct of the business. 


HANDLING OF REFRIGERATED Goons. 


It is very essential, in the interest of all concerned, 
that all foods should be handled carefully and cleanly. 
Producers, managers of  refrigerificos, and meat 
inspectors from the country of origin have expressed 
surprise when observing how meat, of which so great 
care had been taken by them prior to its arrival in this 
country, is handled here. 

When being discharged from the ship’s holds meat 
is often trampled on, the “ bark” of sheep carcases is 
broken, also the legs, not only disfiguring the appear- 
ance of the carcases in the frozen state, but even more 
so when they are thawed, and to a great extent 
reducing the sale value of the meat. Some of the 
meat may be landed direct on to the ground at the 
dock, some of it into railway vans which have not been 
properly cleaned (although there is a great improve- 
ment in this direction), some of it is discharged into 
open vans which have previously been used te convey 
other types of goods, and then conveyed improperly 
covered or not covered through the streets to the cold 
stores ; thus in warm weather the meat begins to thaw, 
and in transit bacteria and mould spores are deposited 
on its surface. Those later develop and multiply, to 
the detriment of the meat which may be placed in the 
same chamber. 

Barges on the Thames are specially insulated, 
‘xamined, passed and certified by Lloyd’s Registry 
Surveyors ; thus they are very satisfactory as to eon- 
dition and fitness for the work they are intended to do. 


In contrast, any kind of transport is used to convey 
meat to and from cold stores on land. All vehicles 
used for this purpose should as nearly as possible 
approximate to the condition of barges. All meat 
should be conveyed in suitable covered vans, whether 
drawn by horse or motor, and meat vans on railways 
should be precooled before they are loaded. 

Every person handling meat in the cold stores or in 
transit to or from them should wear clean overalls ; 
all vans, trolleys, trucks, slings, conveyors, etc., 





(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


DISCOURAGING OUTLOOK. 


Under the above headings, The Times publishes 
the following contribution from its Agricultural 
correspondent (August 4th) : 

“ The expectations entertained last spring of early 
freedom from the menace, loss, and inconvenience 
associated with the presence of foot-and-mouth 
disease in this country have not been fulfilled. In- 
deed, the position is less encouraging now than it was 
in late spring, and stockowners are extremely anxious 
regarding the outlook. 

* The council of the Royal Agricultural Society 
considered the question at their meeting last week 
and appointed a committee of stockowners to investi- 
gate the position and report to the November meeting 
of the council. ‘The feeling among farmers appears 
to be that they cannot contemplate without grave 
apprehension possible recurrences of the kind experi- 
enced last winter. The recent activity of the disease 
in certain Midland counties, and its spread to the 
south-western area, have induced them to decide on 
independent action, not of a scientific nature, but along 
lines appropriate to laymen anxious to co-operate in 
an endeavour to rid the country of a great and alarm- 
ing impediment to their industry. The inquiries and 
recommendations, it is understood, will be purely 
supplementary to those of the composite bodies who 
have been, and are still, engaged in deeper and wider 
researches. 

‘*Stockowners are inclined to think that certain 
features of the procedure in connection with the 
disease might be modified with advantage. The 
opinion gains increasing support that compensation 
is paid on too liberal a scale. It is admitted that 
owners could not in reason be made to bear the cost 
of an outbreak unaided ; if no compensation were to 
be paid, there would have to be provided some system 
of insurance whereby individual losses could be 
reduced to bearable proportions by the payment of 
a moderate insurance rate. But it is contended, with 
reason, that it should be made impossible for anyone 
to benefit on account of an outbreak, and it will be 
conceded that any sugg@stion for obviating such a 
possibility would come with greater effect from owners 
themselves than from any other source. Representa- 
tive farmers are resolved that nothing shall be left 
undone that would tend to elucidate this aspect of the 


matter. It is not necessary to acéept all that is 


(Continued from previous column. ) 
should be kept clean to the satisfaction of the local 
Sanitary Authorities. 

In order to attain the aforementioned necessary 
conditions it is submitted to this Congress that 
‘ Regulations for the Sanitary Control of Cold Stores ”’ 
should be carefully framed in order to safeguard the 
interests of the public, the producers and owners of 
foods, and that as far as possible such regulations 


should be uniform. 
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heard regarding over-generous valuations or laxity 
in respect to safeguarding measures, but there will be 
general sympathy with the view that no one should 
be the richer through having had his stock diseased and 
slaughtered. 


“It would be difficult to conceive a case in which 
an owner of an established herd or flock would not 
suffer severely from compulsory slaughter. It may 
be different where the animals are of purely com- 
mercial value and in the possession of one owner for 
only a short time long enough to bring him a profit. 
In regard to this side of the problem consideration 
might be given to the question of fixing a period of 
ownership necessary to qualify for compensation, 
Obviously any idea of the kind would have to be 
considered very carefully, or grave injustice to in- 
dividuals might result, since a great proportion of the 
stock of the country has to be fattened, or otherwise 
made serviceable to the industry, in districts more or 
less distant from the areas in which they are bred. 


“The proposal of a standstill order has been 
revived. It is only as a last resort that farmers 
would even consider such extreme interference with 
their business, but they would be prepared to go to 
almost any length if they could be reasonably assured 
that the disease would be exterminated. The 
minimum of inconvenience from such an order would 
be some time between the Christmas markets and the 
end of February, and with such a possibility in view, 
the council of the Royal Agricultural Society are 
anxious that no time shall be lost in making inquiries 
into these aspects of the case which it is competent 
for stockowners to investigate.” 


The current issue of the Journal of the Ministry of 


Agriculture and Fisheries states: ** It is unfortunate- 
ly necessary to record an increase in the number of 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease since the July 
issue of the Journal. In the week ended 29th June, 
eighteen outbreaks occurred (one each in Berks, 
Chester, Northants, three in Surrey, four in Oxford 
and eight in Notts); in the week ended 6th July, 
twenty outbreaks (one each in Bucks, Surrey, and 
Warwick, two each in Berks and Herts —the latter 
anew centre —three in Northants, four in Notts and 
six in Oxford); and in the week ended 13th July, 
eleven outbreaks (one each in Berks, Isle of Ely-—a 
new centre—and Northants, three in Oxford and five 
in Notts). In the week ended 20th July, twenty-two 
outbreaks occurred (nine in Dorset, one each in Kent 
and Worcester, six in Oxford and five in Notts. The 
outbreaks in Dorset, Kent and Worcester involved 
new districts). 

“The total number of outbreaks from 27th August, 
1923, to 20th July,1924, is 3,198, involving 42 counties 
in England, two in Wales and twelve in Scotland. 
The numbers of animals slaughtered amount to 
106,707 cattle, 45,475 sheep, 49,061 pigs and 129 
goats, the gross compensation being £3,401,000 and 
the estimated salvage £509,750.” 
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The Minister has made an Order,{the Foreign 
Animals Order of 1924 (No. 2), which came into 
operation on 15th July, requiring the Master of any 
vessel which has within sixty days before entry into 
port carried animals from a prohibited country to any 
other country to make a declaration to that effect to 
the Ministry immediately upon entry into port. 
The Order further prohibits the discharge of any 
cargo unless, and until,the landing has been authorised 
by the Ministry subject, if the circumstances require it, 
to special disinfection of the vessel or cargo. The 
Order has been widely promulgated to all concerned. 
Its object is to prevent the risk of the introduction of 
foot-and-mouth disease through cargoes of feeding 
stuffs which may have been contaminated by contact 
with infected animals or through excreta whilst on 
board. 


SHEEP ScaB-—LOCAL REGULATIONS. 


Representations were made to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture in May last by certain local authorities in Scotland 
and by the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland against 
the imposition by English local authorities of Regulations 
requiring the double dipping of sheep moved from Scottish 
counties into English counties. These have been carefully 
considered, and a reply has been sent to the effect that 
the Ministry could not see its way to deprive local author - 
ities who were anxious to keep free or eradicate the 
disease from their areas of their existing powers to make 
regulations for the protection of their districts. An 
undertaking was given, however, that if, as the result of 
the measures taken under the Sheep Scab Order, 1923. 
which requires all sheepowners to take the necessary steps 
to keep their sheep free from scab, the prevalence of the 
disease is substantially reduced, the Ministry would 
consider whether the powers of local authorities to make 
regulations might not be amended so as to secure that 
the movement of sheep from clean counties should not 
be affected by the Regulations if adequate precautions 
against fresh invasion were being taken in those counti es 


A MopERN ANDROCLES AND THE LION. 


The following appears under the above heading in 
The Liverpool Kcho :— 

A lion in the Hamburg Zoo recently developed a swelling 
bet ween the eyes, which soon grew to the size of a cocoanut, 
and it was decided to relieve the animal by lancing the 
growth. 

A stout rope was thrown round the beast’s neck, and 
another round its forelegs, and these ropes were then 
pulled by attendants from the outside of the cage until 
the lion’s head was brought into the required position 
against the bars. 

Then the surgeon got to work. After dabbing the 
spot lightly with disinfectant, a single cut with a sharp 
knife, about two inches in length, freed the animal of the 
swelling. 

When the wound had been cleaned the lasso was removed, 
whereupon the lion gazed round in a dazed fashion to 
discover what had happened. Seeing nothing unusual, 
he resumed his customary walk up and down the cage in 
front of the bars. 

The animal has now recovered, and greets the vet. who 
performed the operation with unmistakable signs of 
friendship and delight.— Central News. 
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THE VETERINARY INSPECTION 
OF MARKETS AND SALES. 


The letter which we published last week from Mr. 
G. A. Banham, on the Inspection of Animals at Cattle 
Markets, raises some points which are of interest 
and importance to many of our members. It would 
seem that many veterinary inspectors should verify 
their positions in order to ascertain exactly what 
their duties are with regard to this matter, otherwise 
they may find themselves liable to be placed at any 
moment in a very unpleasant position. There has 
been some trouble at Cambridge which has been 
ventilated in the press and at the meeting of the local 
Council. It appears to have arisen in the following 
way according to such information as we possess. 
A man bought a cow at the local market (for 35/-! ) 
and took it home to his farm to fatten, but it strayed 
on toa common. About a month later it was seen 
by an R.S.P.C.A. inspector to be in poor condition, 
with a swollen and inflamed udder. It was event- 
ually destroyed, and a post-mortem made by Mr. 
Townsend, M.R.C.V.S., revealed gangrenous and 
tuberculous mastitis. The latter gentleman is re- 
ported to have stated that the udder * was full of 
pus and maggots.” -The owner was fined £10 and 
costs. Members of the local Council and writers to 
the press are now greatly concerned that such a cow 
should have been allowed to have been exposed for 
sale in the market. Some aspersions have been 
made upon the veterinary inspector, which make very 
unpleasant reading, even though we do not as yet 
know what weight to attach to the words of those 
who are alleged to have made these remarks. 

We understand that the veterinary inspector was 
appointed under the Contagious Diseases Animals 
Acts many years ago, and in his capacity of inspector 
visits the market to see that no animal is exposed for 
sale that is suffering from any notifiable disease. 
His attendance on market days is from 9 to Ll a.m., 
the average number of animals is 5,000, and the fee 
paid is one guinea. It would not appear that he is 
in any way concerned with the question as to whether 
all animals exposed for sale in the market are fit for 
human food and are free from tuberculosis. The 
issue is confused, however,by the fact that in August, 
1922, the Cambridge Corporation Act was passed, and 


we see in Section 23 (i) that any animal exposed for 
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sale in the market shall be deemed to be intended for 
human food within the meaning of Sections 116 to 
119 of the Public Health Act, 1875. Section 23 (ii) 
provides for a penalty to be imposed upon any person 
(including the auctioneer) for bringing or permitting 
to be brought any animal diseased or unwholesome 
or unsound or unfit for the food of man into the 
market, or offering such animal for sale. Section 23 
(iil) gives power to the veterinary inspector and others 
to detain such animals for twelve hours, and Section 
24 gives power to market keepers, sanitary inspectors 
and constables, etc., to remove or exclude any old, 
emaciated or diseased animal which in the opinion of 
a qualified veterinary surgeon is unfit for human food, 
and any animal which, in the opinion of such surgeon, 
shall be suspected to be affected with tubercular 
disease. 

It will be noticed that the terms of this Act are 
permissive only, and that Section 24 does not give 
direct authority to a veterinary inspector to exclude 
from the market a diseased, emaciated or tubercular 
animal. 

The local veterinary inspector was not informed of 
the passing of the Act, and he was not formally 
appointed to carry out inspections under its pro- 
visions. Moreover, he receives no fee for any work 
he may do in the way of inspections for public health 
purposes. And yet it would appear that the Loca] 
Authorities and some of the inhabitants of the town 
have been under the impression that his inspections 
of the market were made with a view to the protection 
of public health, and that, therefore, he was 
responsible for the exposure for sale in the market of 
this emaciated and tubercular animal, which they 
consider should have been excluded. 

It is only right that these matters should be freely 
explained, otherwise the public may be led to believe 
that there is neglect of duty by members of our pro- 
fession should other cases such as this one arise. 

The whole case brings forcibly forward once more 
the necessity for the appointment in each locality 
of a veterinary officer whose duty it should be to 
inspect all meat and animals that are exposed for sale 
and intended for human food. Whether such an 
officer will be able to diagnose tuberculosis by mere 
inspection is another matter, and we leave it to our 
readers to answer Mr. Banham’s questions. 


THE Late Mr. E. H. STENT. 
Srent, Mr. Exnest Howanrp (55), M.R.C.V.S., of Ash 
Lodge, Chester Road, Stretford, Manchester, veterinary 
surgeon (net personalty £8,001), £9,841. 
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CLINICAL REPORT. 





Complete Inward Luxation of the Patella in the Ox. 





By Eric E. Mactacuian, M.R.C.V.S., Glasgow. 





Sulbject.—White, half-bred, zebu working ox. 
Age seven years. 

History.—The animal was seen lying in a field 
unable to get up. It was found that he had put his 
leg into a crack in the ground, and had struggled con- 
siderably in attempting to rise. He was lifted on to 
his feet and came to the pen, a distance of about 300 
yards, on three legs. 

Symptoms.—I saw him the next day, when he was 
lying down and refused to get up. The right stifle 
joint was swollen, and he was bruised along his right 
side and shoulder. On manipulating the stifle I 
found the patella displaced to the inside. The way 
he was lying the patella was several inches away 
from the joint, and appeared as a lump the size of my 
fist, jammed between the inside of the thigh and the 
abdominal wall. It was movable in a limited way. 

Treatment.—I put a rope on to the fetlock, and with 
assistants pulling the leg forward tried to manipulate 
the bone into place. I was suffering from the after- 
effects of a comminuted tibia so could not get a very 
good purchase, but I had an assistant push the 
patella in a forward and outward direction working 
from behind the thigh, while I, seated on or about the 
croup, tried to draw it into place. We worked for 
about twenty minutes like this, and I was beginning 
to wish I had not started the job when, all at once, 
the patella resumed its natural location—we did not 
even get the satisfaction of the proverbial “ click.” 
I got the ox on his feet with the assistance of a couple 
of gate bars, and at first he would not put his feet 
under him, but after a bit walked away quite easily. 
The stifle was immediately blistered and the animal 
tied up, and though he was killed about three months 
later for other reasons there was no recurrence of the 
luxation. 

This is the first case of luxation of the patella I 
have seen in cattle, though I have had some years’ 
experience among working zebus and _ buffaloes 
(Bubalus bubalis). In fact, I always understood that 
if this condition did occur in cattle it would be to the 
outside, as in the horse, and that the dog was the only 
domesticated animal in which the luxation was 
inward. 

As this condition is new to me,I venture to report 
it, in the hope that it will interest some of your readers. 
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Royal Sanitary Institute's Congress, Liverpool. 





VETERINARY INSPECTORS’ CONFERENCE. 


At the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors held in 
conjunction with the above Congress on Thursday, 
July 17th, and Friday, July 18th, the following 
delegates were present :— 

Messrs. H. Sumner, M.R.C.V.S. (President), Liver- 
pool; W. Allen, Worsley; G. D. Allen, Liverpool ; 
H. Baty, Birkenhead; Hugh Begg, F.R.C.V5S., 
Lanark; E. J. Burndred, M.C., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
Blackburn; J. Barker, M.R.C.V.S8., Nelson; P. 8. 
Blaker, M.R.C.P. and §., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Dudley ; 
J. Brook, Liverpool; Councillor W. H. Bolton, 
Vice-Chairman Health Committee, Oldham; Coun- 
cillor G. E. Beaumont, Vice-Chairman Health Com- 
mittee, Huddersfield; W. H. Bailie, L.R.C.P., 
D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Belfast; G. B. Brown, Chester- 
le-Street ; R. H. Brundle, Chairman Cattle Markets 
Committee, Corporation of London; E. L. Butters, 
M.R.C.V.8., Liverpool; W. A. Berry, M.R.C.V.S., 
Liverpool; J. T. Cowderoy, Kidderminster; A. W. 
Charity, Wigan; R. Veitch Clark, M.B., D.P.H. 
(M.O.H.), Manchester; J. Clarke, Garforth; T. N. 
Cleater, Wallasey; J. Cumming, Aberdeen; J. 
Clarkson, M.R.C.V.S., Garforth, Yorks; W. M. 
Cronin, Town Clerk, Newry, Co. Down; W. H. Clark, 
Coventry; J. E. Crickmore, Altrincham; J. F. 
Dixon, M.R.C.V.8., Prestwich; W. H. Dawes, 
F.R.C.V.S., West Bromwich; Alderman W. Dew- 
hurst, J.P., Chairman Health Committee, Colne ; 
W. Doyle, M.B., C.M. (M.O.H.), Colne; Councillor 
Dalton, J.P., Deputy Mayor, Health Committee, 
Carlisle; A. M. Dean, Liverpool; R. H. Evans, 
British Dairy Farmers’ Association, Pwllheli; H. 
Brassey Edwards, M.R.C.V.S., Nairobi; T. Evans, 
M.B., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Swansea; P. J. Fisher, 
Rishton ; W. Flint, Worksop; 8S. Fox, Hemsworth ; 
G. F. Dowles, Salisbury; F. Geering; Councillor 
Dr. D. Gray, Deputy Chairman Tuberculosis Com- 
mittee, Belfast; Councillor G. W. Godbert, Deputy 
Chairman Public Health Committee, Manchester ; 
J. Gordon, Liverpool; J. H. Horsfall, Horbury 
U.D.C.; W. E. Hoyle, Rawtenshall; W. H. Holmes, 
Wakefield; E. H. R. Harris, M.D., D.P.H., Public 
Health Committee, Birmingham; H. T. Haynes, 
Fremantle, West Australia; E. Hudson, J.P., 
Chairman Health Committee, Saddleworth U.D.C. ; 
H. Haskayme, Oswestry R.D.C.; W. E. Hall, Welling- 
borough; T. Hare, M.B., M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool ; 
W. Ingleton, Patrington ; T. Eaton Jones, F.R.C.V.S., 
Liverpool; A. Johnson, Blackrod; A. G. Jenner, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Stockport; C. W. N. 
Joseph, M.D., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Warrington; V. A. 
Kay, Liverpool; A. B. Kerr, M.R.C.V.S., Berwick- 
on-Tweed; Professor R. G. Linton, F.R.C.VS., 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh; A. H. 
Leyland, M.R.C.V.8., Prestcot, Lancs; G. H. 
Livesey, F.R.C.V.8., London; W. Leach, A.R.S.1., 
Rochdale ; W. Linsley, Eston U.D.C.; T. O. Lewis, 
Newport, Mon.; Councillor L. W. Wynn Lloyd, 
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M.R.C.V.8., Carnarvon; J. 8S. Lloyd, F.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M., Chief Veterinary Inspector, Sheffield ; 
H. T. Matthews, M.R.C.V.S., B.V.Sc., D.V.H., Liver- 
pool; W. P. Miller, J.P., Chairman Council Sanitary 
Committee, Ince-in-Makerfield; W. Muston, How- 
den; Alderman A. Milnes, Chairman Sanitary 
Committee, bys Yorks; F. M. Morley, Houghton- 
le-Spring; G. Mayall, M.R.C.V.S., Bolton; A. C. P. 
Medrington, Representative Land Agent Society ; 

A. B. Mattinson, O.B.E., M.C., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 

Liverpool ; H. Middleton, M.C., M.B., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), 
Pembroke; E. H. M. Milligan, M.D. (M.O.H.), 
Glossop; H. F. Moody, Grimsby; M. 8. Morris, 
Denbigh ; Councillor M. Morban, Chairman Health 
Committee, Llanelly ; Alderman W. Muirhead, J.P., 
Chairman Health Committee, Liverpool; Alderman 
Phene Neal, Corporation of London; C. H. Norton, 
Middleton; W. Nesfield, Surbiton; E.E. Oakes, Ban- 
bury R.D.C.; F. J. Pullan, Principal Clerk Corporation 
of London; J. Peers, Wolverhampton; Alderman J. 
Platt, J.P., Chairman Health Committee, Mossley ; 
J. Pollard, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Halifax ; G. T. Porter, 
Liverpool ; G. Pearce, M.D., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Batley, 
Yorks. ; C. 8. Perchard, Barnes; A. W. Noel Pillers, 
F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool ; Dr. C. Porter, St. Marylebone ; 
J. T. Quinton, Liverpool; J. Rice, M.R.C.V.S., 
Belfast; W. Robertson, M.D., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), 
Edinburgh; F. Rogers, Todmorden; F. E. Spicer, 
Liverpool ; F. Stringfellow, Consett ; Alderman J. H. 
Sutcliffe, Chairman Health Committee, Todmorden ; 
EK. Slater, Mossley; J. A. Smedley, Liverpool ; 
W. Thorpe, Ince-in-Makerfield; L. Taylor, Saddle- 
worth; C. 8. Thompson, M.D., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), 
Deptford; D. J. Thomas, M.R.CS.,  D.P.H. 
(M.O.H.), Acton; F. C. Temple, Jamshedfour, India ; 
C. F. Trevers, M.R.C.V.S., Maghull, Lancs.; 8. T. 
Taylor, Coseley; H. L. Torrance, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M., Birkenhead; J. H. White, M.R.C.V.S., 
Liverpool; T. H. Windle, Reading; F. E. Wynne, 
M.B., D.P.H. (M.O.H.), Sheffield; J. H. Wynne, 
F.R.C.V.8., Denbigh; A. Worthington, Chairman 
Sanitary Committee, Blackrod; Councillor EK. C. 
Wood, Deptford; C. A. Wood, Birkenhead; J. D. 
Whitehead, F.R.C.V.8.,  D.V.S.M., Salford;  B. 
Williams, Merthyr Tydfil; W. R. Wilkins, Chingford 
U.D.C.; R. F. Watson, M.R.C.V.S., St. Helens ; 
W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan ; W. Wright, Liverpool; 
Councillor T. Wrigley, Chairman Health Committee, 
Oldham; T. S. Wadge, Chester-le-Street; EH. F. 
Wood, M.R.C.V.8., Hooton, Cheshire ; Councillor A. 
Warrington, Glossop; F. 8. Warburton, M.R.C.V.S., 
Liverpool ; and J. R. Hayhurst, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 
London. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


The Conference assembled at the Liverpool Univer- 
sity; the President, Mr. H. Sumner, M.R.C.V.S., 
being in the Chair. 

The PresipEnT said : I had no hesitation in accept- 
ing the honour of President of this Section (5) of the 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute, being 
persuaded that without the principles and practice | 





_ THE VE TERINARY RECORD 105 


of sanitary science our occupation as practitioners 
would be hopeless, and that without veterinary aid 
the application of sanitary science would be equally 
nugatory. The whole subject of sanitary science is 
bewildering, and appertains to all living matter, and 
is essential in dealing with animals and tissues which 
have ceased to exist. 

Propaganda and the rousing of public opinion are 
necessary means of bringing the varied objects of 
the Institute before the people, and the itinerary of the 
Animal Congress is one of prime importance. Public 
opinion is difficult to rouse, but the response to the 
anti-fly crusade has been such as to warrant our 
hope that similar results may some day attend the 
dangers which surround those two great items of 
diet, milk and meat, which are given prominence in 
this section of the work of the Congress. 

The so-called “ milk propaganda” appeals in a 
peculiar manner to our section of the Congress, and 
whilst not desiring in any way to anticipate the papers 
on this subject which will be laid before you, I cannot 
resist the opportunity of appealing for an educational 
crusade in this most extremely important matter, 
involving as it does the existence of the children of the 
people, and their physical and mental development. 
The “slaughter of the innocents” in the densely- 
populated areas is appalling. These children seldom 
receive fresh milk, with all its faults, and apparently 
are reared on the condensed and sweetened brands of 
skimmed milk. This is obvious in my daily visits to 
the stables in these areas by the absence of the 
distributor of fresh milk, and the presence of the cans 
which had contained the wretched condensed skimmed 
milk. 

The initial cost of fresh milk is probably a great 
contributing factor, but I feel sure that the loss 
attending fresh milk after receiving it from the 
distributor is also a serious deterrent to its greater 
use. In this aspect of the case, it would be desirable 
for those responsible for the milk propaganda, and also 
for public authorities to arrange demonstrations of 
the proper handling of milk, in the midst of the 
population where it is most desired ; indeed, I would 
suggest the effort, if not a house-to-house crusade, 
might almost be from streeé to street, giving object 
lessons in the desirable utensils for storage, and in 
selecting the least dangerous place in the tenement 
for its safe keeping. 

The efforts of the Infant Welfare Association in 
relation to our own Corporation have done wonders in 
reducing infant mortality, and if parents became more 
enlightened to the necessity of fresh milk in the 
development of the surviving child much greater 
good would ensue. 

In all great centres of population the sanitary 
service is an outstanding factor for the betterment 
of the conditions of man and of some animals, and 
we should welcome an extension to the supervision 
of stables with powers similar to those possessed for 
dealing with shippons and pig styes. Our sanitary 
officers now take care of the stable dung heaps, and 
make breeding of flies a chequered experience, leaving, 
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I presume for want of necessary power, the enormous 
fly breeding places within the walls of the building. 
In many cases inside and very inefficient drainage 
traps still exist, and the floorings leave much to be 
desired. 

I realise the difficulty of the position in this and in 
the improvement of cowsheds. I trust the local 
authorities may be given power to help the unfor- 
tunate owners of premises which are insanitary for 
the residence of animals. Much can be and is done in 
admitting light and air, but the more expensive effort 
on floors and drains remains a menace to the comfort 
and health of the occupants. 

It is a matter of much satisfaction that veterinary 
science is now recognised as a part of Public Health 
services, and I am no optimist when I say that the 
gentlemen known as veterinary inspectors have 
abundantly proved their worth by their work and 
personality. I feel sure the association of our profession 
in matters of public health will become even more 
intimate than at present, and I would plead that the 
title of their office might receive an added dignity 
by the use of the word officer instead of the present 
appellation. 

I understand that the present is the twenty-fifth 
occasion of the Veterinary Section as an integral part 
of the Congress of the Sanitary Institute, and I 
earnestly appeal for an effort of the delegates of 
kindred institutions, members of my _ profession, 
and all interested in sanitary science to make the 
present occasion equal to if not exceeding the success 
of former years. 

I cannot close without expressing my deep sense of 
gratitude to the gentlemen who so generously res- 
ponded to the invitation to read papers, and to those 
who undertook the duties as openers of discussion 
the response was magnificent. nor can I express 
sufficiently my gratitude to Mr. Noel Pillers, who has 
so ably carried out the duties of secretary. Without 
his aid I am afraid I should have been lost. 

Alderman Pueneé Neat (Corporation of London) 
said it was customary that a vote of thanks should be 
passed to the President for his address ; and, as repre- 
senting London, he moved that their best thanks be 
given to Mr. Sumner. Proceeding, the Alderman said 
that in his opinion these meetings were of great import- 
ance, and over a series of years during which 
he had attended them in various parts of the 
country, they had passed resolutions of great import- 
ance and great moment in regard to public health. 
These resolutions had in turn gone to the Council of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute in London, and, having 
been accepted by them, had gone on to the Ministry 
of Health. He was sorry to say that the Ministry of 
Health did not attach very much importance to the 
resolutions which that Congress, from year to year, 
passed. They were very anxious and very willing 
apparently to spend money in all directions, but in 
one or two vital aspects of the case they were not only 
negligent but niggardly. He remembered quite 
well when he went to Newcastle and attended a 
meeting there that they had a long and very important 





August 16, 1924 


discussion upon the question of the inspection of meat, 
and they agreed there that it was in the interests of 
the health of the public that private slaughterhouses 
should be abolished and in substitution all animals 
should be killed at public abattoirs. That resolution 
was passed unanimously, and in the following year it 
was again confirmed at the Congress. He also moved 
subsequently that all animals should be subjected to 
ante-mortem as well as post-mortem examination. He 
thought every veterinary surgeon would acknowledge 
the importance of thorough inspection both before 
and after slaughtering, and as a magistrate of the City 
of London, sitting as an Alderman, he had meat cases 
brought before him from the Central Meat Market, 
and they in that Court had never the slightest diffi- 
culty in obtaining all the evidence necessary from the 
Inspectors, and therefore they were in a position at 
once to condemn meat which they considered was 
unfit for human consumption. He did not think, 
and he was sorry to have to say it, that they got the 
support from the Ministry of Agriculture and from the 
Ministry of Health in regard to these important 
matters that they should, and if by a meeting of that 
description they could call the attention of the 
Ministries concerned to the importance of these matters 
they would have done well. 

There was a great deal of controversy with regard 
to the milk trade, which they were going to discuss 
on the following day, and therefore he would not say 
much about it then, except this, that every local 
authority, as far as he knew, attached the greatest 
importance to the feeding of infants on milk. Why, 
then, did not those local authorities themselves take 
up the question of educating the masses of the people 
as to the necessity of feeding children on good and pure 
milk ? It was all very well to keep on passing resolu- 
tions that they should have fresh officials and spend 
additional sums of public money, but they had in 
every part of the country great public bodies-—in 
Liverpool they had a great progressive corporation, 
and the same thing obtained in other large cities and 
towns. Why did not these local authorities take 
these questions up in their own particular districts, and 
educate the masses of the people? A great deal 
could be done by the welfare workers and others 
attached to the various corporations in this respect, 
and if they only took up the work a great deal of good 
would be done. 

They in the City of London were very vigilant with 
regard to their milk. Dr. Howarth reported that out 
of fifty samples of milk which he had taken, 25 per 
cent. showed direct signs of the bacillus of tuberculosis. 
Efforts were made to reduce that percentage, and the 
result had been that there was a marked decrease. 
He mentioned that to show that by individual effort 
on the part of the officers of great corporations they 
were able to prevent a great deal of disease where 
disease hitherto existed. They had for instance the 
suggestion that the Milkshops and Dairies Order of 
1914 should be put into operation ; the Government 
dared not do it, because if they did half the cows in the 
kingdom would have to be slaughtered, and they 
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would have a milk famine. ‘These were matters which 
ought to be dealt with. There was only one real 
remedy for the prevention of tuberculosis in cattle 
ut the present time, and that was to introduce fresh 
stock into the country. At the present moment the 
Ministry of Agric ulture was against it, but until they 
got fresh stoc kc they would never succeed in eradicating 
tuberculosis from cattle. Lord Askwith tried it and 
failed. These matters ought to be dealt with by means 
of meetings of the description of that at which they 
were present, and sufficient publicity ought to be 
given to the cases to show how necessary it was, if 
they really desired to carry out the objects which they 
had in view, namely, to produce children Al instead 
of (3, that they should show children’s mothers 
the proper and necessary way of feeding their infants 
immediately after birth. 

He wished to emphasise the fact that the time had 
arrived when the inspection of meat both before and 
after slaughter should be taken in hand ; there should 
be no further delay in regard to that matter, and 
public slaughterhouses should be instituted throughout 
the country in the place of private ones, and that before 
meat was issued to the public for human consumption 
it should have been carefully and sufficiently examined 
by qualified inspectors appointed by the local authori- 
ties. If they agreed as to that and sent a represen- 
tation from that Congress up to the Council of the 
Institute in London, and impressed upon them the 
necessity of taking the matter up, they would have 
achieved something of practical use. He moved that 
they record their heartiest thanks to the President 
for his address. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. G. Howell formally seconded the vote of 
thanks, and said that the President had been Chairman 
of the London Markets .for three years, and knew 
what he was talking about. 

The Prestpent formally acknowledged the com- 
pliment and then read the resolutions and subsequent 
replies which had been received from the several 
departments with regard to them. 

Alderman PuENE NEAL said he would like to ask 
the members to take notice more particularly of the 
answers of the Ministry of Agriculture with regard 
to the resolutions which were carried by the Congress 
last year. It seemed to him that they had a very 
expensive department, but the nett result of their 
operations seemed to be merely acknowledging 
resolutions such as had been read out to them that 
day, and, in fact, matters remained much as they were 
before. If these Government Departments, and 
especially the Ministry of Agriculture, were to be of 
real service to the country as a whole, it was pretty 
well time that they took these matters up seriously, 
and showed the country that they were doing some 
real good for the people. It was all very well to say 
that Parliament had postponed the Order of 1914 
for ten years; Parliament did that at the instance 
of the Department, and probably very little was said 
about the detrimental effect it would have on public 
health by further postponement. The only way in 


which they could really get these matters dealt with 
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was by bringing them forward in the public Press, and 
so focussing ‘public opinion on the various Government 
Departments, and if they did that they would at 
least get something done. 

Many of them came to those Conferences at a great 
deal of personal inconvenience, but they came because 
they believed that it was in the public interest, and 
if, having devoted themselves to two or three days’ 
discussion on matters of serious importance to the 
public health generally, they then presented their 
findings to the Council of the Institute, and through 
them, to the Ministries concerned, and the Ministries, 
after having merely acknowledged them, pigeon-holed 
them for the rest of their term, it was very little use 
attending those Conferences. He looked upon the 
Press, as he always had done, as one of the greatest 
engines of good in the public interest, and he hoped 
that the Press would help them to impress upon the 
Government Departments the fact that the time had 
come when they must really fulfil their obligations. 
(Applause.) 

The Conference then proceeded with the considera- 
tion of papers, which, together with the discussions 
thereupon, and the resolutions passed in connection 
therewith, will be published in sequence in subse- 
quent issues of The Veterinary Record. 


Vores or THANKS. 


Mr. W. Woops, F.R.C.V.S. (Wigan), proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President, whom he 
described as one of the best known and popular men 
in the profession. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The Presipent thanked the Conference for the 
compliment, and expressed his thanks to those who 
had so generously responded to the invitation to 
read papers. It was a great pleasure to him personally 
to know that the attendances constituted, as the 
Secretary had informed him, a record. (Applause.) 

Mr. CuarKkson, M.R.C.V.S. (Garforth), said they 
ought not to disperse without tendering their extremely 
cordial thanks to the readers of the papers, and the 
openers of the Mecuadeins They had all, without 
doubt, been excellent. A suggestion had been made 
that in future it would be wise if a certain portion of 
the sanitary and veterinary proceedings be kept 
separate, so that more sanitary representatives could 
attend these meetings, and he thought that was worthy 
of consideration. : 

The Prestpent said this would be kept in mind. 

Mr. Clarkson's motion was agreed to, and the 
proceedings terminated. 


Mr. W. H. Bridge, M.R.C.V.S., has resigned his position 
as Veterinary and Chief Meat Inspect or to the Corporation 
of Bolton. The resignation was accepted, and the Com- 
mittee recorded their high appreciation of the excellent 
services rendered by Mr. Bridge during the fourteen years 
he has held the appointment. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 


Lancashire Division. 


A General Meeting of this division was held at the 
Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, on May 9th, 
1924, at 3 p.m. The chair was taken by the President 
(J. D. Whitehead, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.8S.M.), and 
other members present were Messrs. W. A. ‘Taylor, 
W. Woods, EK. H. Curbishley, J. Allen, G. Mayall, 
W. Cockburn, A. W. Noel-Pillers, W. Hall, C. Wads- 
worth, G. Lancaster, P. Lindsay, J. Holroyd, J. 
Spruell, KE. H. Stent, F. Hopkin, and F. G. Edwards. 
Visitor: Mr. H. L. Torrance. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs. McKinna, Abson, Wharam, Brittlebank, 
Locke, Sumner, senr., and Carter. 

It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of 
the last meeting be taken as read. 

Nomination Mr. H. L. Torrance, M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M. (Vict.), Veterinary Officer, Public Health 
Office, Birkenhead, and Mr. Robert Isherwood, 
M.R.C.V.S., ** Glenholme,” Victoria Avenue, Grappen- 
hall, Cheshire, were nominated for membership of the 
Association. 

Election—Mr. A. B. Mattinson, O.B.K., M.C., 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Vict.), The University, Liver- 
pool, was elected a member of the Association. 

Mr. Nok&.-Pituers said he had been asked by Mr. 
Katon Jones to bring the matter of a donation of a 
trophy for horse shoeing at the Royal Lancashire 
Agricultural Show before this meeting. He stated 
that it was not proposed to call on the Association 
funds for this trophy, but to ask for subscriptions up 
to £1 Is. from members of this Association. It was 
proposed by Mr. Noki-PitLers and seconded by Mr. 
Woops that this request be acceded to. Carried 
unanimously, 


Tue TREATMENT OF LYMPHANGITIS. 


A discussion on the treatment of Lymphangitis 
in horses was opened by Mr. K. H. Stent (whose death, 
subsequent to the receipt of this report it has been 
our sad duty to record. Ed.), who said: Veterinary 
Surgeons are often told they hold their light too 
much under a bushel, and with some truth as regards 
many of our members, for | have frequently heard 
interesting discussions take place on enlightening 
and advanced subjects when members have adjourned 
from our general meetings. 

It would make the work of this Association much 
smoother if they would not be so “ backward in coming 
forward ”’ with papers and do their bit. Each member 
may be a specialist to some extent on one of the 
many branches we practice and have some excellent 
ideas to hand on to other members, 

In my early days of practice | was frequently in 
difficulty as to the prognosis of a case, even if my 
diagnosis was correct, particularly as to the length of 
time for a recovery. Reference to veterinary works 
were singularly neutral, and gave little or no help 
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on that point. I hope those who write books in future 
will give more detail to this. With our patients it is 
greatly a commercial matter, so “is it worth while 
to treat’ or not to treat the case, that is the question. 
It was by attending these meetings and getting in 
touch with those of greater experience that I got 
most help. 

When I was asked to bring up a subject for discus- 
sion, | chose that of lymphangitis in the horse, as the 
subject has lately been referred to at veterinary 
meetings, and being thoroughly in agreement with Mr. 
Davis, who made a strong point of not fomenting 
as the better treatment, I thought going a little further 
and giving my views of the cause and experience in 
treatment, might produce a good discussion and throw 
more light on the subject. 

Lympuanarris. ‘This complaint in horses is so 
well known that it is unnecessary to deseribe its 
symptoms, but rather to probe its cause and suggest 
treatment most calculated to bring about a return 
to the normal. 

I know of no systematic affection of the horse that 
so soon makes a valuable animal into a second-hand 
one than this, if wrongly treated, or treated too late. 

Some years ago T had occasion to destroy a horse 
for chronic lameness, which at the time also had an 
acute attack of lymphangitis. I made a post-mortem 
and found, in addition to the great infiltration of 
serum under the skin, and in the connective tissue 
all up the leg, the same condition extending to the 
iliac glands and the lymphatics and glands of the 
colon and mesentery; so that it is not a simple 
condition of swollen leg as imagined by horse owners, 
who, because it is not a fatal disease, look lightly 
on what they call a “ shot of humor,” or other names 
according to locality, but a general systematic con- 
dition with considerable rise of temperature. 

Cause. In my opinion too strong feeding, producing 
a condition of plethora, is not in itself a cause, although 
a large amount of bulky food, together with a period 
of rest usually preceding an attack, is a factor in 
producing stasis of the bowels, so enabling the various 
colon bacilli to multiply rapidly and produce toxins, 
which are taken up by the lymphatics, with the 
result that they become inflamed, obstruction in the 
lymph circulation following, as in the case upon which 
I made the post-mortem. The flood gates being closed, 
the river overflows; the swelling in the leg being 
purely cedema, the tenderness in the inguinal gland 
being due to tension. Possibly traumatic conditions 
may be a cause occasionally, particularly when a fore 
limb is affected, but if it were the general cause, as 
some suggest, one would certainly expect to find 
frequent suppurative conditions. 

I have known cases to occur with horses at pasture 
during prolonged hot dry weather, the food containing 
no moisture and causing impaction of the colon. 
It is nearly always a complaint of the heavy breeds, 
by reason of their work being of a slow character, 
and their bowels not acting as frequently as running 
horses. We know exercise increases bowel activity, 
so a lesser activity together with the large amount of 
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food in the bowel, make a suitable condition for 
bacterial development. By the rapid growth of 
bacteria, and their detention in the bowel, chemical 
changes take place, producing substances having 
toxic effects. 

The various colon and other bacilli are always 
to be found in the bowel, having their part to play 
in the process of breaking down the food elements 
and, like fire and water, make good servants but bad 
masters. 

Stasis. May be brought about by a number of 
causes : 

(1) Insufficient or unsuitable food of little digest- 
ible value. 

(2) Too much dry bulky food. 

(3) Lack of tone of bowels and abdominal muscles. 

(4) Insufficient fluid, some horses being poor 
drinkers and the colon a thirsty organ. 

(5) Liver inactivity. 

Any one of these or a combination may produce 
stasis. 

Treatment. Believing the cause to be as mentioned, 
it is obvious the first thing in treatment is to encourage 
free bowel action and as soon as possible, viz : 

Firstly remove feces from the rectum, give a large 
enema of saline solution, one ounce to the gallon 
(Mr. Lang would give this by the stomach tube, but 
I am quite satisfied with its action by this simpler way) 
I then give a hypodermic injection of arecoline 
hydrobromide and if the colon is very full, which it 
generally is, I give a ball of aloes 5 4 or 6 3, calomel 
1 3, nux. vom. | 4, the following day 2 4 doses 
sodii sal. in mashes twice a day, until the temperature 
is down to LOL® or abouts. I then commence an in- 
creasing amount of exercise. 

Local Treatment. 1 eonsider that hot prolonged 
fomentations are the cause of all permanent big legs, 
they are acting similarly to a counter-irritant and 
greatly increasing the amount of serum in the limb. 
If our patient was like a man with gout and could 
place his limb in a raised or horizontal position, it 
would prevent this gravitation of serum, but our 
patient does not even lie down, so, unless prevented, 
the fetlock and pastern become hard and tense, a 
condition which takes considerable time to reduce, in 
many cases never to the normal. Therefore, [ immedi- 
ately apply flannel bandages from the hoof upwards, 
which prevents filling in the lower part of the limb. 
Haybands are not satisfactory, being clumsy and the 
pressure unequal, Remove the bandages to exercise, 
hand rub the limb and replace immediately. Apply 
a little iodotan, vetiod or other iodine dressing to the 
inguinal region and massage the muscular part of the 
limb. Since stopping fomentations I have only had 
two cases that showed any sign of having had lym- 
phangitis after recovery, and with these it was not a 
first attack. I have known it to attack both hind 
limbs at once, but this is a very rare occurrence. 

Prevention is better than cure, particularly if the 
veterinary attendance is contracted for. Large bran 
mashes after work on Saturday are a considerable 
help in this respect, though many stables make the 
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mistake of following up with the usual corn feed that 
night. Chiefly to keep them quiet, T allow a rack full 
of hay, meadow preferred, instead. The two usual 
feeds are necessary on Sunday if the horse is to work 
next day. Exercise any doubtful cases and advise all 
heavy horses having a ball administered (as before 
mentioned) two or three times a year, gummy-legged 
ones oftener. [I am satisfied that this is a good 
procedure, 

Mr. ALLEN stated he wished to ask Mr Stent if he 
thought a sudden change in the weather had anything 
to do with lymphangitis. In his experience he often 
got cases when there was a sudden change in the 
weather. He quite agreed with Mr. Stent as to the 
treatment of lymphangitis. 

Mr. MAYALL said that he had listened with interest 
to the notes given by Mr. Stent, who had brought 
forward some unorthodox views. With reference to 
giving arecoline with physic some horses he had 
attended would stand neither. Very often the treat- 
ment that suited one horse did not suit another. 
With reference to Mr. Stent’s theory, Mr. Mayall said 
that he was not quite sure that he agreed. He 
gathered that Mr. Stent believed in toxemia, also he 
noted his remarks about colon bacilli producing toxins. 
He was glad to note that preventive medicines were 
mentioned. That was a matter of great importance. 
He usually treated cases of lymphangitis by doses of 
magnesium sulphate and he gave newly — pur- 
chased horses a dose of physic. He cited the case of 
one of his patients that had persistent attacks of 
lymphangitis, the last being three or four years ago. 


' Occasionally they had been very severe and the horse 


unable to move, At the last attack the horse was put 
in a field where it ate the grass and herbage and made 
a splendid recovery. It had not had an attack since 
and worked every day in the week. He stated that 
he did not believe in fomentations, they could be 
* overdone.” He admitted that fomentations re- 
lieved pain, but thought that stockinette bandages 
were more useful for driving away swelling. With 
reference to the cause of lymphangitis, Mr. Mayall 
stated he had nothing to add about that. One 
found that very often a horse that stood in a draughty 
stall got this disease, and-éhat made one think 
that a chill had something to do with it. There 
might be eighty horses in one stable, all fed and 
watered alike, and yet only one or two of them get it. 

Mr. Cockburn stated, he thought that feeding had 
a lot to do with lymphangitis. He recommended 
horse owners to give a bran mash on Saturday and a 
rest on Sunday. He agreed with bathing a swelling, 
stating that it must be very soothing. 

Mr. Haw said that although he had not had very 
much experience with cases of lymphangitis, it was, of 
course, a condition that he had met with. He stated 
that he did not agree with the bandaging of swellings, 
With reference toa chill having anything to do with 
this condition, he stated that he did not think that 
a chill, pure and simple, had any bearing upon any 
inflammatory condition, He thought that lymphangitis 
was there before the chill showed itself. Human 


ee 
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beings often got colds and then anything followed, for 
which the “cold” could be blamed. He thought 
that lymphangitis had certainly something to do 
with the condition of the bowel and that it was ad- 
mitted to be a form of indigestion, but whether the 
bacillus coli had anything to do with it or not, he was 
not able to say. If it had, he would like to know the 
nature of the toxin. Believing, as he did, that 
lymphangitis was a form of indigestion, he thought 
that the disease should be treated ‘by herbs. 

Mr. CurBISHLEY, said he was glad to have heard 
Mr. Stent refer to stasis, and would imagine that Mr. 
Stent had been deep into a medical question. An 
authority, Dr. Hurst, said that a great number of 
diseases usually and generally known as primary, 
were, as a matter of fact, secondary and far removed 
from the seat of trouble. Conditions such as pyorrhoea 
tonsis throat, ete., were caused through germs that 
must have been swallowed in millions, and conditions 
such as gastric ulcers, appendicitis and colitis might 
actually be set up by the conditions in the air passages 
in the throat. What was wanted was research work. 
Pathologists, chemists, bacteriologists, should work 
as a team and try and trace these definite diseases of 
animals. One of our leading authorities stated that 
an infection in the lymphatic enlargement was the cause 
of lymphangitis. If that was so, then there was an open 
field for argument. He thought that there was no 
doubt that lymphangitis was due to infection of the 
bowel and the lymphatics. With regard to treatment, 
that depended on the acuteness of the case. He 
thought that saline purgatives were very useful. 
With saline purgatives the horse could be kept at 
exercise if the inflammation was not too bad. 

Mr. Ho.troyp thought feeding and weather con- 
ditions had a lot to do with that disease. He noticed 
that they often got three or four cases at a time and 
then none for some time. For treatment they gave 
fomentations and tried to avoid exercise at the 
beginning, as it often caused lameness. His father 
used to give a dose of physic and bleed at the toe, 
although one had to be careful that the horse did not 
get a foot infection. He thought the best thing for 
reducing swelling was 2 5 potassium. 

Mr. MAYALL said that Mr. Curbishley had drawn 
attention to a few conditions of the human subject. 
He said he only knew of one condition that corres- 
ponded to lymphangitis and that was white leg in 
women which, he understood, was due to septic 
embolism. With reference to physic, he should have 
mentioned that very often a dose of physic did not 
have results, because the animal was not prepared 
for it. 

Mr. Woops remarked that it was interesting to 
consider the cause. There was a school that main- 
tained that lymphangitis was due to some wound in 
the leg. Then there was another idea that it was due 
to absorption of toxin from the bowel. There had 


been some talk of feeding having to do with lymphang- 
itis and from the different cases cited, one was led to 
believe that the cause of lymphangitis was not a 
wound infection, He asked how many veterinary 
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surgeons had been called to a horse with a high 
temperature, gone home and sat and thought about it 
and come to the conclusion that it was a case of 
congestion of the lungs, and the next day come to the 
conclusion that it was a case of lymphangitis. It was 
true that some stables had more cases of lymphangitis 
than others, but very often if they looked into the 
feeding one found it was wrong. Mr. Woods cited 
the case of one stable he visited where there was 
a lot of bowel trouble in the horses, and another stable 
where they had lymphangitis. In the stable where 
the bowel trouble was, the animals were underfed 
and in the stables where the lymphangitis occurred 
overfed, and he thought that lymphangitis was due to 
fats in the food. He agreed with Mr. Stent as to the 
cause of lymphangitis. With regard to fomentations, he 
thought that the trouble was that they were applied 
very often too hot. If one had an inflamed hand and 
placed it in warm water, the water felt boiling hot ; 
and so with fomentations, they were applied too hot. 
He thought that, with care, fomentations were of 
considerable benefit. Thanks were due to Mr. Stent 
for bringing forward a simple subject of which they 
knew little. 

Mr. Noet-Pttiers said he had enjoyed listening to 
the things that had been said, and thought that some of 
the suggestions made, might be tried by some of the 
veterinary surgeons in the future. With regard to 
cows, when going into the cowsheds they were usually 
put on to a bran diet if showing signs of lymphangitis 
similar to the horse lymphangitis. However, some 
benefit might be derived if the opinions of some cattle 
practitioners were asked on this matter. 

Mr. Hotroyp said he had never seen a case of 
lymphangitis in the cow. “Felon” in cows had 
nothing to do with lymphangitis, it was more of a 
rheumatic condition. 

Mr. Epwarps said he was sorry he was too late to 
hear the first part of Mr. Stent’s opening discussion. 
He thought this disease was due to a bowel infection. 
He cited the case of a mare having lymphangitis 
before she foaled and which had a thick foreleg. He 
gave a 5 5 dose of pot. and mercuric iodide and got 
very good results. He had always given this since, 
also it was cheaper than KI. 

In reply to Mr. Stent, Mr. MayAut said that, he 
gave 3 3 of mag. sulph. a day. 

Mr. Srent, replying to Mr. Mayall, said that 
magnesium sulphate was too slow in action for this 
complaint, where the cause should be removed 
quickly, and that was why arecoline was useful. He 
knew some objected to physic, but it had stood the 
test of time and combined with calomel and nux 
vomica, made an ideal purgative, regulating the dose 
to the size and condition of the animal. As Mr. 
Mayall mentioned, occasionally physic failed to act as 
desired, therefore by first using arecoline, no time was 
lost on such occasions. Mr. Stent agreed with Mr. 
Curbishley that even in a common complaint like 
lymphangitis there was room for research, such as a 
busy practitioner could not carry out. He agreed 
that feeding was generally wrong, either in quantity 
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or quality, where lymphangitis was prevalent, but in 
his opinion, only in aiding production of toxins, which 
were the actual cause. 

Mr. Hopkin proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Stent for bringing up a subject which was very common 
and of which little was known. 

Mr. Epwarps seconded the vote of thanks. 

Mr. WuitTeHkaD said he was sure everyone had en- 
joyed listening to the discussion that afternoon, and 
he thought that if discussions like that could be 
arranged, everyone would learn something. 

Specimens. Mr. Mayall exhibited the internal organs 
of fowls which showed tuberculosis of the heart 
and also ante-mortem blood clot. One of the fowls had 
died from tuberculosis and the other of fowl typhoid. 

Mr. CuRBISHLEY cited two cases which he said 
occurred some time ago. He wanted to know whether 
mentality could influence development of disease. 
He stated he was called to attend a pony suffering 
from a condition similar to colic. The owner was a 
very poor man and naturally very upset. Mr. 
Curbishley gave the usual treatment of laxatives, 
ete., but the pony showed no relief. At one a.m. the 
pony was still in the same condition, although the 
temperature was normal and the pulse not rapid. 
He asked the owner to bring a mare which he did and 
they put the pony on it. It immediately served her 
and eventually became quite well. He wondered if 
the pony really did have colic. In the other case it 
was a mare that had been very free from ailments 
and a good worker. The symptoms were staggers, 
she was very excitable and unmanageable. Mr. 
Curbishley stated he gave her bromides and physic 
and at night, as she was no better. he bled her. The 
next morning she was almost comatose and would not 
move ; the only symptom was that she was always 
interested in the sound of another horse. He stated 
that he thought she wanted intercourse and a pony 
was sent for and served her. From that time onwards 
she required no further treatment. The question was, 
was it a psychological condition, or was there any 
psychological element in it ? 

Mr. HALL thought these cases were a new feature 
and worth pursuing. He would like that question to 
be brought up at some future meeting. 

JOHUN SPRUELL, Hon. Secretary. 


Mid-West and South Wales Division. 
OPERATIONS AT BATH. 


The attractiveness which a programme containing 
surgical demonstrations as the chief feature has for 
members was again demonstrated at Bath, where 
a well-attended meeting of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division was held on July [8th, 1924. 

The first part of the meeting was accordingly held 
at the capacious riding school in Julian Road, where 
the all-important requirement was met of providing 
premises entirely suitable to the occasion from the 
points of view of both the operators and the spec- 
tators. 
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The demonstrations were carried out by Major 
F. 'T. G. Hobday and Major Frank Chambers, each of 
whom operated upon several patients, the whole 
technique and procedure being watched with great 
interest by the members present. 

A case of Hodgkins’ disease, which had been notice- 
ably present for rather more than two years in an 
aged carriage mare, was brought by Mr. Fred Tonar, 
and its symptoms and other interesting points, 
including observation on the futility of treatment, 
were explained by Major Hobday, the animal being 
made the subject of an instructive demonstration, 

Two cases of scrotal hernia, one in a stallion and 
the other in a gelding, both of the Shire breed, were 
operated upon by him. The “covered” method 
was adopted and steel clams were used in each instance, 

The hernia in the stallion was a double one and 
very large, hanging down to a visible size about as 
large as an ordinary football on either side. When 
cast and chloroformed, however, the task became a 
comparatively easy one, as the bowel fell back into 
the abdominal cavity. Dissection of the hernial sac 
was made, care being taken not to cut through the 
tunica vaginalis testis, and a steel clam was placed on 
and left in position, the testicle itself being removed. 

The second patient was a Shire gelding, which the 
owner could not sell except at a small price on account 
of a soft, elastic swelling, somewhat like a testicle in 
size and shape, in the situation of castration on the 
left side. This was, upon surgical dissection, found 
to be an enlarged and cystic condition of the end of 
the spermatic cord, one cyst having a pedicle fully 
an inch long, the whole thing being very adherent and 
requiring considerable dissection before the clam 
could be satisfactorily applied. This was, however, 
eventually done, and a steel clam was left in situ. 

Both patients recovered from the chloroform satis- 
factorily, and on the following day were reported as 
progressing favourably. 

Universal appreciation was expressed of Major 
Hobday’s model technique, while his exposition of 
procedure was felt to be of great value. 

Major Chambers performed the following opera- 
tions : 

(1) Ovaro-hysterectomy oif a bitch. The patient 
was a three years old, cross-bred Irish terrier and the 
uterus contained five foetuses of about six weeks’ 
pregnancy. After opening the abdomen through the 
linea alba, the horns of the uterus were brought to the 
surface, the ovarian pedicles ligatured And severed, 
the body of the uterus ligatured with 21 days’ London 
Hospital catgut, and the ligature carried through 
the body of the uterus and securely tied. The uterus 

ras then removed. The abdominal opening was 
closed in the usual manner. 

(2) An ovariotomy was performed on a_ twelve 
months old cat under A.C.E. mixture through a 
flank incision. 

(3) Removal of a large neoplasm from the leg of a 
foxhound, the subject being brought by Mr. Adams, 
of Dursley The growth extended from above the 
front of the knee in a downward direction for five 
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inches. Anssthesia was induced by chloroform. An 
elliptical piece of skin was removed from the front 
of the growth and the latter dissected out. The 
cavity was packed with gauze and the wound sutured 
with*silkworm gut. Macroscopically the growth very 
closely resembled a sarcoma, but a piece was taken 
by one of the members in order to have sections cut 
and examined. 

In all his technique Major Chambers showed the 
care and skill of an experienced operator, and the 
members afterwards accorded him a_ thoroughly 
deserved meed of praise. 

All the patients took their anesthetic perfectly 
and came out of it without distress. 

The whole afternoon having been devoted to the 
demonstrations, a very brief and informal business 
meeting preceded the partaking of an excellent repast 
furnished at Fortt’s Restaurant by the kindness of 
local practitioners. 

There being no time to carry out the full advertised 
programme, the President, Mr. C. E. Perry (Bristol), 
called, as a matter of urgency, upon Mr. J. L. Perry, 
of Cardiff, to speak to the question of veterinary 
services at agricultural and other shows. 


(T'o be continued. ) 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Bditor will be glad to receiva items of professional interest in 
these eolumne 


Sept. 8-15—-N.V.M.A. Annual Congress at Aberdeen. 

The railway companies are doing their best to 
arrange for the comfort and convenience of members 
travelling to Aberdeen, but it is equally impossible 
for them as it is for the staff in this office to make 
any arrangements at all unless members will take the 
trouble to let us know by which train they intend to 
travel, and by which route. Those who leave such 
matters to chance must not complain if at the last 
moment they find themselves crowded out into another 
part of the train. At present arrangements are well 
advanced for a special coach on the 10 a.m. train from 
Kuston on September 6th. If enough members 
notify us, a second coach may be added at Crewe. 
But members must notify us soon. Informatibn 
regarding local connexions to join this train may be 
obtained from local stationmasters. 

* * + ** 

We notice that on the occasion of the recent visit 
of their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of 
York to Belfast, a loyal address of weleome was 
presented by Messrs. J. E. Johnstone, F. W. Emery 
and L. D.Williamson on behalf of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, a Division of the 


N.V.M.A. 


* * * * 


We have received many letters of appreciation of the 
handbook and programme of the Aberdeen Congress. 
We hope it will serve as a useful memento, and find a 
place on the library shelf of every member of the 
Association. Members can help us very much by 
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pointing out any errors or omissions for correction in 
future issues, so that in future we may be able to 
publish without mistakes which are more or less 
inevitable in a first effort. We hope to improve and 
enlarge upon it in future years. 

* 

We deeply regret to on of the death of Mr. George 
Thatcher, Solicitor to the R.C.V.8., which took place 
on the 7th inst. Mr. Thatcher acted for this Associ- 
ation when it was registered as a Company, and was 
responsible for drawing up our present Memorandum 
and Articles of Association. On many occasions we 
have been indebted to him for kindly and helpful 
advice, and after his very long connexion with the 
Royal College, members will join with us in realising 
that our profession has lost a very good friend and a 
very faithful servant. Requiescat in pace. 

* * * * 

The Editor would be very grateful if any member 
would present to the Association a bound volume of the 
Veterinary Record for the year 1920. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Obituary. 


Jones, Davip, Bridge Street, Llanrwst. Graduated 
Edinburgh May 22nd, 1888. Died 27th July, 1924. 

Wiikinson, W. H., 16 Dalymount, N. C. Road, Dublin. 
Graduated Glasgow May 30th, 1891. Died 20th June, 
1924. 


Tue Late Mr. W. H. WILKkrnson. 
We deeply regret to announce the death of W. H. 
Wilkinson, M.R.C.V.S., of 171 Gt. Britain Street, Dublin. 
He was the son of Mr. Samuel Wilkinson, of Flint, and 





received his education at the King’s School, Chester. 
On leaving Mr. Wilkinson became a pupil at Messrs. 
James Storrar and Sons, Veterinary Surgeons, Chester, 
later proceeding to Glasgow, where he obtained his diploma 
on the 30th May, 1891. He then went over to Dublin, 
and was assistant to the late 8S. D. Lambert, sen., Store 
Street, for several years, until he started for himseli in 
August, 1898, at the above-mentioned address. He devoted 
himself to his new venture with an assiduity which over- 
came all obstacles, and succeeded in building up an 
extensive practice. He was keenly sensitive by nature, 
humane, and a great lover of animals, and so was really 
suited for his profession. 

The deceased gentleman’s skill was such that his services 
were sought far beyond the confines of the city, and he 
possessed the utmost confidence of his clients. A cheerful 
disposition endeared him to a large circle of friends, and 
he never made an enemy. 

Two years ago Mr. Wilkinson had the misfortune to 
lose his wife, to whom he was devotedly attached ; this 
loss, together with failing health, resulted in his death 
on the 20th June, at the early age of 56. Although far 
from well, he stuck to his profession until a few hours 
before his death, “‘ dying in harness.” 

Some of the public appointments held by the late 
Mr. Wilkinson were : Member of the Council of Governors, 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, Dublin; Past 
President, Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, 
and executive positions; Veterinary Surgeon to the 
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R.S.P.C.A., also on committee. During the war he was 
veterinary surgeon in charge of the Government Remount 


Farm, Lush, Co. Dublin. 


THATCHER.—On the 7th August, at Inglewood, Arterberry 

Road, Wimbledon, George Thatcher, Solicitor. 

We regret to report the death of Mr. George Thatcher, 
Solicitor to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
which took place at his residence, Inglewood, Arterberry 
Road, Wimbledon, on August 7th. Mr. Thatcher had 
served the Council of the College in the capacity of legal 
adviser for more than forty years, and his genial presence 
and wise counsel will be greatly missed. The funeral 
took place at Putney Vale Cemetery, on Tuesday, August 
12th, when the President and Secretary attended on behalf 


of the College. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Offee not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the eon- 
tributer for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his comrespendents. 


** The Buff Book.” 


To rae KEprror or THe VETERINARY Recorp. 
Sir,—In your editorial article of August 9th you drew 
attention to the fact that the names of severa! veterinary 

practitioners in London appeared in the Buff Book. 
Speaking from my own experience, [ think that in many 
instances the names are inserted without the wish of the 
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practitioners. I certainly made no application for my 
name to be inserted and have written to the publishers 
to ask them on whose authority the insertion was made. 
Members of the public and members of our profession 
outside might reasonably assume, from the 
wording of your article, that many London practitioners 
deliberately avail themselves of the Buff Book for the 
purposes of advertisement. 

My information is that the professional earnings of a 
veterinary practitioner in the metropolis are not affected 
by the Buff Book, consequently in the absence of this, 
the only possible sordid motive, it is rather unfair editorially 
to convey the impression that we (including the Royal 
Veterinary College) are prostituting our professional honour 


London 


for the sake of vain. 

At the most we are, or have been, careless, and no doubt 
many will agree that we have been too sharply reproved.— 
Yours faithfully, J. W. Raney. 

20 High Street, Bow, 

London, E.3., 
August 11th, 1924. 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following : 

Communications from Messrs. J. K. Calderwood, 
Kk. P. Edwards, T. Hare, J. Howard Jones and Capt. J. P. 
Rice. 





National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Limited. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE: 10 Cray’s Inn Square, London W.C.1. 

Cheques should be made payable and all communications sent to 
the General Secretary at the Offices of the Association, 10 Gray's Inn 
Square, London, W.C.1. 

















PATEN'T 


GRAY’S 





GUARANTEED TO SOLVE ABOVE PROBLEM a | 


\FLEXIBLE i 
BRIOGE 


STEEL, Jf 
PADS j 


NOT ONLY PREVENT SLIPPING, BUT ABSORB ; i — 


JAR AND CONCUSSION SIMULTANEOUSLY. 


‘timatUeserR of 





EFFICIENCY OF GRAY’S PADS FULLY ENDORSED BY GOVERNMENT (after 12 months’ exhaustive trials in 22 different Counties) 


10%, REDUCTION ON PREMIUMS IN RESPECT OF ALL HORSES FULLY 8HOD WITH GRAY'S 
(Roads Transport and General Insurance Co., Ltd., London). 


VETERINARY SURGEONS must realise that the very existence of the horse on present day roads is seriously threatened—on the score of 
impeding traffic_incapability of the horse to get a firm foothold on smooth surfacad slippery roads (causing constant delays in starting off— —— 


up, together with the frequency of being compulsorily drawn out of line across other vehicles in their efforts to get 


rongly 


going) is now being 


taken up by those interested in mechanical transport as being an undeniable and not exaggerated nuisance. (Vide Daily Press Motors and Horse 


Prohibition), 


To the Veterinary Profession in particular and others having the slightest interest in the welfare of the horse 


it is of urgent, vital and national 


i mportance to become acquainted with, and afterwards recommend adoption of, a proved article which positively overcomes the above-mentioned 
difficulties and ensures the fullest efficiency and profit-earning capability being obtained from the horee. 

Tho best horse alive cannot do full justice to himself or owner when he is slipping, but is in fact wasting time, profits, energy, and rapidly 
depreciating in value. The constant strains and fatigue caused by a horse's continuous efforts to keep on his feet must tell in the long run on his 


constitution. 


Economy consists in wise expenditure, and authentic records prove beyond doubt that Gray’s Pads pay for themsalves many times over in the 
course of each shoeing, where time sa freedom trom accidents (such as broken shafts and tackle) are taken into consideration. 


Heavy Draft (for shoes gin. thick) ; 


oadsters (for shoes jin. thick); Pele (for shoes jin. thick); Racing (for shoes }in. thick). 


Full particulars with overwhelming proof from Sole Manufacturers : 


THE GRAY HORSESHOE PAD CO. LTD., 13-14 SUFFOLK ST., BIRMINGHAM 
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VETERINARY DIAGNOSIS 


The Veterinary Department of the Wellcome 

Physiological Research Laboratories undertakes 

the examination of Pathological Specimens for 
members of the Profession. 


Pathological and Bacteriological Diagnosis. Histological 
examination of tissues. Examination of milk, blood, pus, 
feces, urine, skin scrapings, parasites, etc. Preparation of 
vaccines, Agglutination and complement fixation tests. 


Directions for collection and transport of material 
for examination supplied on request 





WELLCOME PHYSIOLOGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
Lanoctey Court. BECKENHAM. KENT 
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SERUM LABORATORY, 


ANTWERP. 


(Formerly LABORATORY VANDERHEYDEN, LTD.) 
Founded in 1906. 





By Appointment to the Belgian Government for 


Sero~Vaccination against Swine Erysipelas, etc. 





Members of the Veterinary Profession may 
obtain Serum and Vaccines against Swine Erysipelas, 
Strangles, Tetanus, White Scour, Canine Distem- 
per, Lymphangitis, Polyarthritis, etc., also Tuberculin. 

We only supply to Veterinarians. 





Price List and Instructions sent on application 
to the Laboratory : 


39 et 41 RUE DES MOUCHES, 
ANTWERP. 


Telegrams: “ LABOSERUM, ANTWERP.” 











GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 


ASSURANCE CORPORATION LIMITED 


PERTH, SCOTLAND & ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 
Pioneers for Live Stock insurance. 





Farm Horses. Bloodstock. Pedigree and 
In-foal Mares Hunters. Commercia 
and Foals Cattle. 
. | Show Transit. Marine Transit 
Stallions. to all Parts, 





LIBERAL TERMS to the VETERINARY PROFESSION 











Disinfectant Fluid 


With a GUARANTEED Coefficient of 
3—5 RIDEAL WALKER TEST. 


In 42 Gallon Casks, at 3/- per gallon. 


Free on Rail Liverpool. Casks Charged, 6/- returnable. 


REDUCTION FOR LARGE QUANTITIES. 


Tel, Labo F her, 
nova 995. K. A. FULTON, SS Maker, 
161 BROWNLOW HILL, LIVERPOOL. 

















HUXLEYS fae or apna PRODUCTS 


FOR THE PROFESSION. 





OPHTHALMIC PSU tes 
CATARRH PSUL 


ANTISEPTIC 
COUGH & THROAT ELECTUARY 


ABSORBENTOR BURSAL 
IODINE OINTMENT 


ANTISEPTIC HEALING 
PLASMA DRESSING 


VETODYNE ANTI-COLIC 


BLISTER OINTMENT &OILS 


CONCENTRATED 
[LYSOL WOUND LOTION 









































ABSORBENT ANTISEPTIC 
DER 








DUSTING POW 


Ri NGWORM-GREASES MANGE 
OINTMENTS 


ANTISEPTIC PESSARIES 
ANTISEPTIC TEAT BOUGIES 
COUGH-WORM-TONIC POWDERS 
CATTLE DRENCHES, EPSOMS. 
EMBROCATIONS — LOTIONS 
FLUID DOG SOAPS. INSECT POWDER 



































Packed with clients ownname and address on labels. Phone Gaydon 1718. 
ANGLO-AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY L™> 
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> GALEN WORKS, DINGWALLR® CROYDON. 











